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WIDE APPROVAL OF 
ROBERTS REPORT 


N spite of television, radio, the cinema and other diversions, more people are using the 

public libraries than ever before—nearly one in three of the entire population, in fact. 
This is close on five times as many as in 1924, when the Kenyon Committee began work 
on the last official survey of the public library service. 

This was one of the encouraging facts disclosed in the Roberts Report. Its publication 
last month on Friday the 13th appeared to have no adverse influence on its reception 
generally. The B.B.C. put the Report well to the front in its news bulletins and every 
national newspaper from The Times to the Daily Mirror carried summaries and many 
offered pa tthion golem and advice on how the recommendations should be 
implemented. Throughout the country notices of the Report were repeated in dozens 
of provincial papers, sometimes quite prominently, and often with reference to the 











1915 Adams to Carnegie Trust 
Future policy of the C.U.K.T. con- 
cerning public library development, 

arecohaly in rural areas. This saw the 
birth of the county library movement. 

1927 Kenyon Report on Public 

Libraries in England and Wales 
Examined means of extending and com- 
pleting library provision, placing special 
emphasis on organizing a national 
service and developing co-operation. 

1942 McColvin Report on Post-War 

Re-organization 
An appraisal of the library system at that 
time and an imaginative plan for its 
complete reconstruction. 


1951 Scottish Advisory Council 


Recommended cqual and full library 
services throughout Scotland; the aboli- 
tion of rate limitations; that local 
authorities’ responsibilities for education 
should embrace library services. 


1959 Roberts Report 











potential effects on the future organization of the local library service. 


Taking the press coverage as a whole, it 
bes ag or Pohett Rendet had met 
with a favourable reception. Misgivings 
were expressed that to poor on. local 
authorities a statutory requirement to 
provide an efficient service would produce 
a new crop of legislation, and»“we have 
quite enough authorities as it is”, Others 
pointed out that, bearing in mind the 
remarkable developments of public libraries 
as a whole and the example which had been 
set by some of the better services, the 
Roberts Committee was right to argue in 
favour of powers that would ensure the - 
basis for a reasonable minimum service 
throughout England and Wales. 

In the following pages Liaison publishes 
a summary of the Report and also the 
personal reactions of a number of librarians 
who were invited at short notice to express 


their personal views on the Report. 








THE A.P.T.IL AWARD: 
OFFICIAL STATEMENT 


[X the February issue of Liaison a brief account of the Membership Committee’s 
reaction to the N.J.C. award was printed. Already it is becoming clear that the 
resolutions which were decided, command the support of the membership. 
Resolutions from A.G.Ms., from Branches and Sections, large numbers of letters 
from Staff Associations and individuals, point clearly to the fact that the L.A. 
has anticipated the mood of the profession. 


In the March issue of Public Service NALGO 
a woe dissatisfaction with the new 


ry has omg with the very many letters received, is 
ip Committee. 


NE ca prepared by the Council of the Association which deals with 
sda hictenp anil. dhe ‘elles ck tho covet this was produced too late for it to appear in our 
February number. In order that members should have before them a clear and concise 
summary of events we print this statement in full. Copies have been circulated to all 


s to the ee 
for public library staff. This 
ing considered by the L.A. 


Branches. 





Final Chapters 


The deaths have occurred of two writers whose 
names must feature in hundreds of library catalogues. 
Baits See eon ee of numerous 
on r engineering, and joined George 
Newnes in 1930 as editor of Hobbies. At the time of 
his death he was editor of Practical Householder, 
Practical Mechanics, Practical Motorist, Practical Tele- 
vision, and Practical Wireless. Mr. Camm was a 
brother of Sir Sydney Camm, director and chief 
designer of Hawker Aircraft Led. 

After a long career as'a popular writer of books 
for boys, Percy F. Westerman has died at the age 
of 82. His first book, A Lad o’ Grit, came out in 
1908. So successful were his carly books that 
Westerman resigned an Admiralty appointment to 
devote his time fully to writing boys’ books. In 
the first World War he held a commission, tke 





the death, as a result 

i C. C. Barnard, B.A., 
Sal ta call far to aco dead ot 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 





Text of Statement 


. Following the revision of the national salary 
sides lop che Natinniil ton Outs! aa ater Praguek 
19$7, a communication from the General Secretary 
of NALGO dated 28th August contained this 


“Libe Staffs: The Employers accepted that an 

now exists as the original Grade Ill 
(1946) is absorbed into the new Grade I, but 
rather than hold up the current decisions, it was 
agreed that following completion of these 
negotiations, the grading of Ii tary staffs shall 
be further reviewed.” 

2. It was on the basis of resolving the anomaly that 
discussions between tives of the Library 
Association and tows were arpa in 
September, 1957 and led to the protr: wane 
tions between the Staff side and 
of the National Joint Council in the Ra 
Sadie deeeahent da wicks oko ont td 
January, 1959. 
pr ng tae god e ART 

the basic post at A. 
es ie Somme ring ingot AP. 
not remove at 
of the librarian-in-charge 
eee ake me cit nal co RPT. I 
and will continue to supervise and direct subordinates 
also on A.P.T..L 


8 

















4- The situation is aggravated by the fact that 
librarians supervising a staff of four or five and still 
graded at A.P.T. I can no longer hope for a regrading 
under sub-para. (e) which many of their allie 
obtained under the 19$1 decision. 


5. Early in the negotiations with the Employers, 
the Staff side’s representatives informed the Library 
Association that a settlement on the basis of A.P.T. II 
for supervision of a staff of three was not possible. 
They indicated that a decision linked to A.P.T. II 
might be negotiated for supervision of a larger 
number of staff. They asked the Library Association 
to state the maximum limit to which they could go. 
The Library Association Council, after carefully 
considering the effect of departing from the old 
basis of three staff, authorized the Staff side to go as 
far as supervision of a staff of five, but preferably on 
a group basis, i.e., three to 4 or four to five. A 
schedule of posts affected was prepared which 
revealed that although the original anomaly would 
not be resolved, there would be a balance in favour 
of accepting a settlement within the limit imposed. 
This information was furnished to the Staff side 
with the strongest indication that the limit of five 
staff was not to be exceeded. 


6. Following « further meeting of the Grading 
Sub-Committee when the Staff side continued their 
negotiations on this agreed basis, it was reported to 
the Library Association representatives that the 
Employers’ representatives were not prepared to 
agree to a grading of A.P.T. If on the basis of 
supervision of three staff, four staff or five staff. In 
their (the Employers’) view, the number of staff 
supervised would need to be much greater, such as 
twelve or at the least ten. 


7. At this stage a report, prepared at the request 
of the special sub-committee of NALGO, was 
submitted to the Library Association Council. This 
report was prepared with a view to a reference to 
arbitration of the original claim for A.P.T. Il for 
the Chartered librarian in charge of a staff of three. 
Although complete deadlock had not been reached 
in negotiations, it was clear that a settlement 
acceptable to the Library Association was not in 
view and a year had now passed since negotiations 
began. 


8. The Library Association Council considered 
the NALGO report very carefully at its meeting on 
toth October, 1958, and resolved as follows: 


“That when discussions are resumed in the 


Grading Sub-Committee of the National Joint 
Council, the Staff side representatives move that 
paragraph 21(8)(xv)(a) of the Scheme of Conditions 


of Service be amended to read as follows: 





‘The post occupied by a chartered librarian in 
charge of a branch or district library, or in 
charge of a department of a library, and 
s ising a staft of three other whaliinied 

rs, or the equivalent, A.P.T, Grade IL.’” 


In the letter conveying this resolution to NALGO 
it was stated . quite expressly that the Library 
Association Council now withdrew its agreement 
to a settlement on the basis of A.P.T. Il for super- 
vision of a staff of five. The intention behind the 
resolution was to take the case to arbitration, and 
NALGO was requested to act accordingly. 


9. At a hastily sammoned meeting of Library 
Association representatives and the NALGO spccial 
sub-committee on 20th January, 1959, the Library 
Association representatives were informed that 
negotiations with the Employers had been resumed 
in the Grading sub-committee on the 15th January. 
At this meeting the Employers had made an offer 
and the Staff side had negotiated a provisional 
agreement in the terms of the new decision, i.e., 
A.P.T. II for supervision of a staff of six. 


Limited Effect of Decision 


*1o. As the Staff side representatives were fully 
aware, there are only 66 posts which fit the new 
grading decision and that of these, 41 are already 
graded A.P.T. If or A.P.T. IM. The main benefit 
would fall on 40 librarians at present graded A.P.T. I 
who supervise more than six staff. The inadequacy 
of an agreement with such a limited effect after 17 
months negotiation is not calculated to stimulate 
enthusiasm amongst librarians in local government 
for the present machinery of negotiations on their 
behalf. 


11. The Library Association Council considers 
that NALGO had no authority to allow its repre- 
sentatives on the Staff side to be a party to an agree- 
ment contrary to the Library Association's own 
cleart ©. yressed wishes and, moreover, an agree- 
ment on a basis which ignored the limit formerly 
agreed with the Staff side representatives. It therefore 
records its strong protest to NALGO against the 
action taken and the — of the agreement 
made on behalf of its members. 





*“NOTE ON PARAGRAPH 10 


According to our records, there are 66 posts where the Librarian- 
in-Charge, or Head of Department, supervises a staff of six 
other whole-time officers, or the equivalent. Of these, 41 posts 
are already graded in A.P.T. Il or LI, which means that there 
are 25 subject to re-grading. 

In addition, there are 40 posts where the librarian-in-charge 
is at present graded on A.P.T. I, and supervises a staff of more 
than six other whole-time officers. The total number of posts 
affected is therefore 65. 








prs og er yada pak cae 
(and indeed not most important 
problem to be tackled by the Committee, and that 
urgent were necessary to bring about improve- 
ment si cRhaacy wrties ih-all popaiesion groups, 
large as well as small. That the Roberts Committee 
has 


this view is clear from the following 

in their report: 
1) That every public library authority should have 
a statutory duty to provide an efficient library 


service. 

(2) That the Minister of Education should have 
powers to enforce the discharge of its statutory 
duty by a public library authority which he may 
consider to be in t. 

(3) That the Minister of Education should appoint 
advisory bodies to assist him in the discharge of 
his statutory duties in respect of public libraries. 

These are important recommendations, which if 
implemented, could bring about a transformation in 
the public library service of the country. 

One is glad also to note that the Committee has 
included amongst desirable changes a recom- 
mendation that salary scales of public library staffs 
should be reviewed and improved ; that the number 
of specialist posts in public libraries should be 
increased, and an examination made into the whole 
question of recruitment and training of library staffs; 
and that a much higher priori id be granted 
for capital expenditure on public library buildings 
and equipment. 

The report will be welcomed by all who are truly 
concerned for the of the ic library service, 
and the moderate but ially valuable nature of 
its proposals serves to underline the Committec’s 
claim that “our recommendations are based not on 
an attempt to discriminate between county and 
borough, or between larger and smaller authorities 
as such, but on a desire to improve the library service 
throughout the country, whatever type of authority 
may be responsible”. 


John H. Jones, Hon. Secretary of the A.A.L., writes— 

The Report of the Roberts Committee is in no 
sense a revolutionary manifesto, and its proposals 
are more concerned with the overhaul of our present 
patchwork library system than with the planning of a 
national service designed to meet the needs of the 
modern community, This, however, was to be 
expected when consideration was given to the many 
divergent opinions held both in local government 
circles and amongst our own members. The Library 
Association, when preparing its memorandum of 
evidence, was forced to compromise, and the 
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Equally important is the recognition that an 
staff. In ing an increase in qualified 
staff on ae to about ste Pv Committee 
Sor ter tialy ae eed iotcinneeionigs 
career which is satisfactory in terms of pay and 
prospects”. After outlining the present inadequate 
salaries, the Report continues: “To achieve this, 
adequate salary scales are necessary, and employing 
authorities should operate these in a manner 
calculated to provide attractive careers for librarians. 
We hope that our views on this subject will be 
brought to the notice of the appropriate joint 
negotiating bodies.” 

These are im: t words which we should mark 
well. The Li Association, saddled with a 
retrograde award, is now calling for a new salary 
structure for the profession and asks for the support 
of all its members to this end. For far too long we 
have been a lone voice crying in the wilderness, but 
now our demand for cateer prospects is 

ized as essential if libraries are to be the 


foundation. for progress in education and culture 
which the Committee puts forward. This Report 
provides a point of departure for new negotiations; 


it gives us a mew and powerful weapon with which 
to fight. It is the duty of each one of us to make 
sure that it is used, and used well. 











oberts Report 





Roy Stokes, Head of Loughborough Library School, 
writes— 

The first reading of this rt gives rise to a 
fecling of relief that we rs pened tether 
collection of pious platitudes. It is magnificently 
concise and states its position clearly. 

P , my initial reactions fall into four 
groups, with the first two closely linked. The com- 
parative failure of the public bibeary service in so 
many areas of the country at present is primarily 
due to (a) poor book stocks md (6) insufficient and 
inadequately trained staff. The recommendation of 
the Committee in paragraph 76(8), as to minimum 
annual iture is to be welcomed, provided it 
is always remembered (i) that it is a: minimum—and 
an attainable one at that—and also (i) that this 
figure must be subject to review from time to time. 
We do not want another rate limitation hung around 
our necks for decades. 

The en 
contained in paragraph 
103(2) that the recruit- 
ment and training of 
librarians should be 
studied by the proposed advisory bodies is equally 
desirable. For far too long discussion on our pro- 
fessional education has been sadly limited by our 
refusal to seek outside advice. This proposal should 
open the way for consultation with educationists 
and the Ministry of Education. It is heartening to see 
the special case made out for reference librarians and 
children’s librarians. These are probably the two 
most important functions of a public library and the 
latter in particular is tragically underdeveloped in 
90 per cent. of the public libraries of this country. 
It is less encouraging to read the suggestion of a 
School of Librarianship in Wales. Not because 
Wales should not house one, but because it seems to 
argue regional rather than national schools of 
librarianship. 

A third reaction is sincerely to regret the minority 
report which shows all too clearly that the ptero- 
dactyl attitude towards librarianshi — te yet dead. 
This is particularly a t in associ- 
waives iat tag jrietl demaiaell ak «leans of 
the A.M.C. deputation as expressed in para- 
graph $1. 

Fourthly—what now? Unless the Library Associ- 
ation is prepared to organize lobbying on a really 
widespread scale, it is a reasonable expectation that 
nothing important will happen in the foreseeable 
future. From this moment onwards all members of 
the Association should regard it as a personal duty 
to see that their Members of Parliament are pre- 


pared to support a new Public Libraries Act on 
the lines Report. We dare not leave it to 
chance. 





Mr. H. G. T. Christopher, Librarian of Penge U.D.C. 
and a member of the Smaller peri fie. Group, 
writes— 

The Committee has done a good job, with 
reservations, but if its intention was to set up a real 
national public library service then it has failed. 

I welcome the recognition that the library service 
is a valuable and essential one rather than an amenity 
service (so much for the A.M.C.); that there is to be 
Ministerial oversight of the service did it have 
to be the Minister of Education?) ; there are to 
be Advisory Committees (but will they or the 
Minister be able to apply satisfactory sanctions 

inst the backward authorities—the large ones 
in particular, since the small ones go im any case?); 
that all library matters should be direct control 
of executive library committees; the recom- 
mendations on staffing—quantity, quality, remuner- 
ation. and training; that real ation can be 
enforced on county authoritics; that co-operation 
will be strengthened (but why not include reference 
services, periodicals, etc.?—or is that a sop to the 
counties, where such services are almost non- 
existent); that the need for standards is recognized 
(comment below), and the need for suitable premises. 

I do not like the 2s. per head standard for books 
(from which counties and county boroughs are 
excluded), and it should have been at least 3s. per 
head for small authorities, scaling down to 2s. for 
the largest authorities, a scale from which no 
authority should be excluded. 

I question the method of calculation of the £5,000 
minimum for books, and believe it to be a con- 
venient punitive figure unrelated to any question of 
efficiency. There is not sufficient space to go into 
details of this, but it is enough to say that the small 
libraries being taken over because they cannot 
spend {'5,000 on books will go into county services 
which will not spend that amount on them either 
(and rightly so, because no one wotild suggest that 
£5,000 should be spent on books for a community 
of, say, 15,000 population), and, moreover, on 
which, in many cases, the counties will spend even 
less than was hitherto 5 2 by the’ independent 
library authority. In this position, the small 
authorities concerned should have the right to opt 
out of the county service. 

I think that the local authoritiec which at present 
are not library authorities should be allowed to 

ion as such on the same basis as 


apply for desi 
others, and not on a different basis, i.c., 


population. : 

To conclude, any report which recommends the 
taking away of library powers—from local author- 
ities which a not ecmaeacinatlay cosa 
to supply excellent library services for their 

tion—for the sake of a formula, is faulty. 
Continued on page 24 








THE ROBERTS REPORT... 





The proposal to institute @ separate enquiry into the organization of the public library service 
in this country was made in the White Paper on Local Government, Cmnd. 161. The Government 
agreed to the s jon and on 13th July, 1957 announced that the Chairman of the Committee 
would be Sir Soe Roberts, who had been President of the L.A. in 1953. Fifteen other members, 
representing local authorities and the libtary profession, were appointed to the Committee, 
together with three assessors from the Ministry of Education. 
The Committee was formally established on 3rd September, 1957 with these terms of 
reference: y 
“To consider the structure of the public library service in England and Wales, and to advise what 
changes, if any, should be made in the administrative arrangements, regard being had to the 
relation of public libraries to other libraries.” 


In its 20 meetings evidence was heard from 71 bodies and a considerable volume of statistics was 
assembled, relating to population, expenditure and staff. 

The Report on The Structure of the Public Library Service in England and Wales was laid before 
Parliament by the Minister of Education and published on 13th February as Cmnd. 660 
(H.M.S.O., 3s. 6d.). In a Parliamentary reply on 26th February it was stated that “the Minister 
is examining the Report and has asked the interested parties for their views on its recommendations”. 


The very considerable use being made of the 
country’s public libraries is greatly encouraging, but 
less satisfactory are the deficiencies the committee 
found in the administration of the present system, 
and the disparities in the standards of service avail- 
able in different parts of the country revealed by the 
survey. A wide revision of the present system is 
recommended. 


The Committee were primarily concerned with 
the question of which local authorities now running 
their own library services are capable of doing so 
satisfactorily under present conditions. 


An unusual pattern of public library administra- 
tion was found: 484 separate library authorities, a 
quarter of them areas of less than 20,000 population, 
including a strange relic of nineteenth century 
legislation—seventeen parish councils still exercising 
their full rights to provide their own independent 
library service. At the other extreme, twenty-one 
large boroughs and urban districts with populations 
exceeding $0,000, some over 100,000, served by 
county councils and not able to run their own 
service, 

How is the efficiency of a public library service to 
be judged? The committee decided that annual 
expenditure on books was the safest guide. They 
found that some local authorities were spending 
insignificant sams on books, many as low as sixpence 
per head a year, while others were spending more 
than five times as much. 








The committee came to the conclusion that no 
local authority could be ‘regarding as providing an 
efficient library service unless they spent at least £5,000 
a year on the purchase of books, or two shillings per head 
ff their population, whichever was the greater. This 
would be a condition for justifying a claim for 
independent status. 

The committee would make it 4a statutory 
obligation in future on all library authorities to provide 
a satisfactory library service. They saw no practicable 
alternative to counties and county boroughs con- 
tinuing as library authorities, though some do not 
attain the requisite standard of efficiency at present. 
These latter authorities are urged to improve their 
services, if they did not want other measures to be 
considered. Amalgamation or joint schemes by very 
small counties with other library authorities was 
also suggested. 

Parish councils, the committee considered, have 
not the necessary financial resources and should no 
longer be library authorities. 

It should rest with the Minister of Education to 
decide which non-county boroughs and urban 
districts should remain library authorities; any 
borough or urban district with over $0,000 
population not at present a library authority but 
wishing to become one, should apply to the 
Minister for permission to exercise these powers. 

Many of the non-county boroughs and urban 
districts have library services below the standards 








set by the committee. But it was considered that 
many areas, if they wished to retain their powers, 
could achieve the minimum standard of service. 
The committee would therefore give such local 
authorities not less than three years, after the passing 
of the new Public Libraries Act which would be 
necessary, to improve their service before applying to 
the Minister for confirmation as a library authority. 

The committee regard public libraries as of vital 
importance in the heute of the modern citizen. 
They forecast even greater expansion of the service 
as a result of the greatly increased provision of 
secondary and university education, and the greatly 
increased numbers of persons receiving scientific and 
technological training. This would result in turn in a 
considerable inerease in expenditure by local 
authorities. The service is not Grant-aided by the 
Treasury. Nevertheless, the committee strongly 
recommended that it should remain a free service. 

More Staff—Better Pay 

Proposals in the report call for a large increase in 
the number of qualified librarians in public libraries 
—from 3,500 to 6,000—and cpesiaahats for more 
specialist librarians in 
reference, children’s 
and technical libraries. 
It is pointed out that 
sixty per cent. of all 
qualified librarians em- 
ployed by local authorities earn not more than £725 
per annum, and that only five per cent. receive more 
than £1,325. The committee consider that young 
people of the right calibre are not likely to come 
forward in sufficient numbers unless the library 
service can provide them with a career which is satis- 
factory in terms of pay and prospects. 


And Better Buildings 
On the question of accommodation, the com- 
mittee found that library premises were often 
inadequate and ill-suited to present-day needs, and 
that county libraries had been hampered by recurring 
restrictions on capital investment srs made it 
impossible for them to provide a proper service. 
The report recommends a higher priority for 
capital expenditure on premises and equipment. In 
19$5-$6, capital expenditure by local authorities on 
public libraries and muscums was only +13 per 
cent. of a total of £541 million, “a pathetically small 
part of the total expenditure of local authorities”. 
The report suggests improvement of the arrange- 
ments for co-operation between public libraries over 
the provision of rare types of books. It is recom- 
that existing regional committees should 
be given a statutory duty to provide local systems 
of library co-operation, and to work in association 
with the National Central Library in providing a 
nation-wide framework. 


A SUMMARY 
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Minister Responsible 

The Minister of Education should “have a al 
pass og F galt for ~ Sets of the public library 
service lishment of two advisory com- 
mittees, one ey pene, and one for Wales, is 
recommended. With these, the Minister could help 
to raise the standards of library service and help 
local authorities and public and other libraries to 
deal with some of their major problems, such as the 
traming and recruitment of libratians and the 
arrangements for library co-operation. 


Wales 

Reviewing the position in Wales, the committee 
comment on the existence over a large part of the 
area of local authorities with small populations and 
slender financial resources. Only eighteen out of the 
fifty-two library authorities have populations over 
40,000. Three counties have less than 50,000 in- 
cluding one with less than 20,000. No single library 
authority in Wales in 1957-58 spent as much on 
books as the £/5,000 which the committee suggested 
was the minimum to justify autonomy. Sixteen 
library authorities spent less than one per 
head of population on 
books. 

Wales has a substan- 
tial minority speakin 
Welsh pear Be ee 
tee suggest that public 
libraries in Wales should provide both English and 
Welsh-speaking groups with a comparable service. 
This would increase ea cost of the service in com- 
parison with similar areas in England. These special 
circumstances make the problem of providing a satis- 
factory library service more difficult in Wales, and 
strengthen rather than weaken the case for having 
fewer library authorities with wider responsibilities. 
They recommend that library areas in Wales should 
be reviewed on exactly the same basis as in England. 

Minority Reservations 

The report includes reservations by two of its members, 
Mr. J. Bulman, C.B.E., and Mr. S. J. Skillen, who believe 
that any non-county borough or urban district council 

is conte dhe Laas aula bacddeud a Bete 
subject cinly to de tae by the Miciter of Bdetticn of 
powers to transfer the duties to the county councils, if he 
considered they were not y carried out. 

Detailed statistics show that li now hold total book 
stocks of over 60 millions; that more than 392 million 
books were issued to readers last year; that there are nearly 
28,000 service points and 200 mobile libraries. Total 
expenditure out of rates was £15 million, of which nearly 
£34 million was spent on books. 





Correction. Owing to a misunderstanding by the 
Borough Librarian, the total ex) iture books at 
Bury (Lancs.) in 1957-58 os 
to be £1,377 (5-7. 
£3,250(13- 4d. per 
spent on school library 








Mr. F. G. Be Hutchings, City Librarian of Leeds, 
writes— 

This is a priestly document lacking prophesy. 
Its only prophetic note (para. 30) is from the 
Kenyon The jon is the purpose 
of the public library is as it was then, only more so. 

In 1927 few redbrick universities bad librarics 
which were more than a promise; technical colleges 
managed without libraries; schools, with a few 
e ions, likewise; industry had scarcely recog- 
nized that research and record go together; D.S.LR. 
after a fling had relapsed into torpor: at that time 
the key library service in the large cities was the 
public library. Circumstances have now changed, 
The is not the past writ large, and it is the 
failure of the report that it has not attempted any 
assessment of the public library now and as it might 
become. It has also ignored the last part of its terms 
of reference: “Regard being had to the relation of 
public libraries to other libraries.” 

As an administrative document, however, the 
report has high merit. It has the courage to sect a 
standard, and its recommendations that the Ministry 
of Education should have oversight of public 
libraries and that there should be advisory Podies 


for England and Wales are apt ition that with 
a and gentle coercion the — 


may become 


and the worst cease their mockery. 


Miss F. E. Cook, County Librarian of Lancashire, 
writes— 

The major and most revolutionary recom- 
mendation is, without doubt, that every public 
library authority should have a statutory duty 
to provide an efficient library service. This, I 
imagine, will be welcomed more by librarians than 
by authority members—particularly by those who 
do not consider that any standards whatever should 
be laid down and that they should be completely free 
to provide as good or as pitifully poor a service as 
they wish regardless of the needs J the people they 
cheer elected to — on “ us will be very dis- 
appoi personally about the Report but never- 
theless can still agree that if legislation c can be enacted 
requiring authorities to provide even the minimum 
service envisaged in the Report the public libraries 
in this country will have one step forward at 
least and that the results during the next ten years 
or so may be considerable. For this reason, I hope 
that there will be general unanimity in the profession 
on the Report and that sectional and other interests 
will not result in its becoming a dead letter. 1 hope 
that legislation on the lines of the Report will 
forward quickly even though I still believe that & 
Society of County Librarians was right in its 
recommendations about a minimum book fund of 
£22,000 and also in spite of the fact that the 





More Opinions on 
Roberts Report 


members of the Committee did not accept the L.A. 
Council’s 1950 standatd of 2s. a head on books, 
i.e., 38. (1958 prices). 

As a County Librarian, 1 would, of course, 
welcome the setting up of Library Committees in 
Counties responsible to the County Council and 
not to the Education Committee, but I find it 











probably needs to be even higher and the scattered 

ion of rural areas, unless they are still served 
bys box of boks in he school or vilag insu 
cause a di a spans igh amount particularly 
of “back room” just ing with the 
“requests” received on Mobile Library. In 
County areas the more scattered population certainly 
does not necessarily make smaller demands on the 
personnel of the service. 


Mr. P. J. Walters, Town Clerk of Wrexham, quoted in 
a Liverpool paper— 

Can you imagine anything more completely 
illogical and ironical? What the committee are 
saying is that if you are to survive you must increase 

our expenditure on books above two shillings per 
head r annum, or have a population of 50,000. 
But ts committee does not say that about the 
counties. It doesn’t talk about county councils having 
to spend up to a level of 2s. per head per annum. 
ie aly elk Sioeet. jndeglighins ailicenies you 
are an independent authority and you spend £5,000 
a year you qualify, and it you are over 50,000 
pulation that is a reasonable figure, but there are 
tos of eothiitities th Walesierlich have s popeinion. 
far less than 50,000 and in order to qualify they 
would have to spend far more. If you are over 
$0,000, 2s. is enough; if you are under, it isn’t. . . 
This is all just another instance of the removal of 
fanctions from district councils to county councils. 
It will have to be fought all the way to 
the House. 
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“In Quotes” 


The main reason for the “nine to five mentality” complained of in many universities is 
the inadequacy of libraries and the over-emphasis on lectures. It could be smashed in a year 
if proper asa services were instituted. According to the University Grants Committee 
report only 4 per cent. of the total allocation was spent on libraries—this should be doubled. 


(Prof. R. Pumphrey, Liverpool University.) 


Enquiries in grammar schools reveal that there is now a definite resistance to librarian- 
ship as a career . . . because of the poor prospects and salaries in relation to the 
qualifications. (Lancashire County Library Report for 1956-58.) 


Candidates sitting examinations in the sciences should have access to books during the 
examination. Science examinations should be held in libraries or within easy reach of 
them. The examiner should be looking for the candidate’s ability to know where to find 
quickly the information he wants but which is not at his fingertips. (Lord Verulam, at 





Oxford conference for schoolmasters.) 


Plain Speaking at Battersea 
Battersea’s annual report minces no words in 
describing current shortcomings in their library 
service— ‘Congestion gravely detrimental to appear- 
ance and efficiency”—“Haphazard”  staff-training 
arrangements—“The length of time a reader has to 
wait for a request gives cause for concern”—A 
“possibility that are growing discontented 
with the service” —Some readers exhibit “noticeable 
irritation” with the service. 

Although the swing in reading to science and 
cccliaihas prccear ting numbers of requests at 
Battersea senneee. for fhe eee ae , 
Better displays of the st ight partly account for 
this, es is also the rise in nats tre fees and 
the fact that the waiting time is up by 10 days on 
last year, and in one instance totalled 68 days. 

Very nearly half of the thirty-nine staff resigned 
during the last year and the delays to the request 
service are attributed to this high turn-over. New 
entrants to the Battersea staff “were of high quality”’ 
and the report recommends formal coursesof talks on 
elementary librarianship which would be of mutual 
benefit in the long run. The library itself presented 
a picture of congestion, shelves crowded right 
down to floor level, and “seating for the public is 
almost non-existent”. 


Et tu, Brute... During a discussion of fines and 
overdues, one Caithness Councillor declared that 
some borrowers were ing books out on loan 
for months. Then he : “I have had a library 
book out for two years now.” 


Among the panel members and authors, the British 
excelled in lucidity and conciseness of papers 
and debate, Bernal, Vickery, Farradane, Cleyerdon 
and others had valuable contributions to make.— 
Report by M. O. Friedlander of Grumman Aircraft 
Engineering Corp., N.Y., on the Washington 
Conference, in January, 1959 issue of Special Libraries. 


MAGLIABECHI SOUNDS THE 
ALARM 


The opinion was expressed in one of the Sunda 
pres that it me yee pasa act of fail 
industry to s ge sums money on 
t no direct financial return”. 
cri-de-coeur from 
ller (the italics are 


libraries showi 
This drew the followi 
MAGLIABECHI in the 
ours): 

It is to be doubted if indeed such projects are 
acts of faith. Industrial managements may carry 
out long-term policies, but they are all very . 
natufally and properly aimed at their own eventual 
good. If the provision of libraries has about it the 
elements of investment, then industry will i 
opportunities for librarians, But such 
must strike at the heart of public library i 


as the Kenyon and Roberts 
it, of “casual recreation”. 


too much of that, 
almost every librarian would agree, is the beginning 
of the end, rather than the triumph of the movement. 
So almost every librarian would agree, would 

they? We shall watch our post with interest. 
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UNIVERSITIES SPREAD OUT 


A repository library capable of holding two million 
books is to be built othe use of all the libraries— 
there are over sixty—of the University of London, in 
the grounds of Royal Holloway College at Egham, 
Surrey. 

The building ing is to be erected in cight stages and 
work on the first stage, to hold 250,000 books, is 
expected to start this year and be completed by the 
end of 1960. Building of succeeding stages will 
depend upon how quickly the first section fills up. 
bryos cs cost of building in London decided the use 
° University’s existing property at Egham, one 
result of which is that fier salt or students will find 
it convenient to go there. 


Sheffield 


The new University Library will be opened by Mr. 
T. S. Eliot, O.M., on May tath, 1959. It forms a 
solid rectangular block on the north side of the main 
University site at Western Bank. Costing about 
£550,000, the library has a capacity of approxi- 
ny a million books, nearly 2,000 current 
periodicals, and seating room for over four hundred 
readers. Air conditioning has been installed in both 
the reading rooms and the stacks. 


=< 


Student numbers at Hull University have doubled 
since 1954 so that the first stage of the project for the 
library, which was designed for 1,000 students, now 
appears to be inadequate. Looking to the student 
population expected in 1962 and in 1967, “very 
generous financial support is needed if the library 
is tO meet, even in a modest manner, the teaching 
and research requirements of so large a number of 


staff and students”. 


A committee set up by Oxford to investigate over- 
crowding in the University libraries is expected to 
recommend more faculty libraries, improvements to 
college libraries and proposals for book grants to 
students 


The student population is about 4,000 above the 


pre-war figure and is ¢ to increase again at 


the beginning of the new academic year. This gives 
rise to the main cause of overcrowding in the libraries 
—the high proportion of undergraduates living out 
of —— in lodgings. “As a result of the present 
bed and breakfast habit”, said the committee’s chair- 
man, “the students have got to find somewhere to 
work between breakfast and bed.” 
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ANGLO-GERMAN 
LIBRARY CONFERENCE | 
A one-day Conference is being | 
atranged at Chaucer House on | 
Monday, 23rd March, as part of | 
the arrangements for a visit of | 
twelve German librarians to 
London. Short papers will be given 
by British and German librarians | 
on library administration and | 
training for the profession in both 
countries. Members are cordially 





invited to attend and participate in 
this Conference and those wishin | 
to do so can obtain further detail | 


from the Secretary. 








Public Library Extension Activities 
Mr. H. Jolliffe, F.L.A., Borough Librarian, Central 
Library, Regent Street, Swindon, is preparing a 
manual on public library extension activities fe in 
this connection would be glad to receive annual 
reports and other publications from libraries which 
do not normally send to him. 


SOUTH WALES STUDENTS 
PLEASE NOTE 


An examination centre for the First Professional 
Examination will be provided this Summer at 
Carmarthen County Library at the request of the 
Wales and Monmouthshire Branch. Candidates 
wishing to use it should stipulate this centre in the 
space provided on the application form. 


L.A. EXAMINATION CLASSES 


IN BELFAST 


Since September, 1958, classes for the First 
Professional Examinations have been held in Belfast 
on two evenings per week, under the auspices of the 
Belfast Education Authority, and it is hoped that, 
in the future, the scope of these classes may be 
extended to include the Registration Examination 
also. 

Anyone interested should communicate with the 
Tutor for the existing F.P.E. course: Mr. M. S. 
Kelly, F.L.A., Holywood Road Branch Library, 
&5-89 Holywood Road, Belfast. 














Attractions and Distractions for the 
Children’s Library 
Anyone watching, as Liaison must, the weckly 
output of press reports on li affairs would agree 
that probably the most item at the present 
is the effect of television on reading habits. And the 
immediate and potential influence of television on 
children’s reading and their use of libraries gets a 
good proportion of all this attention. 
ee ee ee 
of loans; a drop of 24,000 in the last quarter 
of last year has been continued into 1959. Thisis caus- 
ing “serious concern” because the dropis mainly in the 
children’s libraries. The counter attractions of the 
magic screen are considered to contribute to this fall. 
The same story is told of Acton, with children’s 
book issues dropping by 10,000 in the past year. 
Two measures are to be taken to arrest this trend at 
Acton. First, for a trial period of five months fines on 
children’s overdue books are being reduced; 
secondly, the junior library will be open for an hour 
longer so that children can still get to the library 
after finishing homework. Rotherham is one of the 
small but growing number of libraries who are 
making a deliberate move to provide facilities where 
local en can do homework -— from the 


interference of TV. A sound-proofed student’s . 


room has recently been completed at Rotherham. 
With no overt reference to television, but simply 
to increase the attractiveness of their libraries for 
children, is the motive for certain authorities to 
pois gakaseriom cows: bee poems “eo 
pecial teen-agers sections, and a combined library 
where children and pasents choose books aogether. 
This last arrangement has double attraction at 
Stepney, where it not only makes choosing books 
a family affair, but it means that more children will 
be escorted wo the leary ecrose che mat dangerous 
roads in the Pi sae a ies NOW 
have homework 
It was dengan et Clalaee deserved 
some consideration, so a separate youth section for 
them has been provided—an idea which has already 
met with success elsewhere. No new stock has been 
og PR HOON 
‘om the adult library. Blackburn opping 
rpg re ub 
that there is no di t to use 
Sor tal One of the features of the children’s 
pa Nemreghewengg yoo es Pam 
a music listening room loudspeakers 
and senun Das ceap oe oars 





ong 
count io des Saabutbef bade heteh iy cameo 


The Woodfield Collection 


The Woodfield Collection, early perl see 
Youth Libraries Section for at Chaucer 
House, represents the results of Mr. H. J. B. Wood- 
field's life-long interest in books for children. It 
consists of several hundreds of books, some of them 
fine books for children (like the rare De la Mare item 
This. Year Next Year) but mostly books about 
children’s literature and its authors. All the standard 
books from England and America are there, as well 
as works in French, German, Italian, etc. There is a 
useful series of bi of writers of children’s 


books. The collection will be invaluable to 
and it is most fortunate that it has found an appro- 


priate home. 

Mr. Woodfield has been at the heart of 
movemeut for the improvement of children’s books 
for many years. After service in the first World War 


duced into this country the work of such American 
writers and artists as Elizabeth Coatsworth and 
pa, Seeger cea pbs ge Se Bae 
agi pateserde fruacg| He has been 

since its i 








recalled years when : 
every shower of rain “because Keepers were bound 
to come to me with reports of water pouring 
the roof”; and when the lighting in the Reading 
Room was so bad Brae fergie be Sate ase 

to read the titles of books kept on 
the floor. But that’s all over.” 
Of the future Sir Thomas 

ing Room was a 

of having it open in the evening before very long. 
(His successor, Mr. F. C. Francis, said later that they 
on Nag a acinar HERS 
|e tomar dining hemor library 
to a new and this may well take place 
during the office of Mr, Francis. 











BRIEFLY 


The is a Flier. Newly promoted to ty 
at PL. (Kent), Miss avs Cloke, rary 
is a i ider and a member of the 
Council of the British Gliding Association. 

if aaa iin ses Se Say old central 
Sinesien, Resbon will ell you thekes Lerenaiarels 
million, and will use the money to erect a bigger, 
four-storey library elsewhere in the town. 


Silk Centre. Our note on p.7 of the January 
issue stated that this organization served the silk and 
industries. In fact the Centre represents the 
ih nies bal; while rayon is one of the concerns 
of the British Man-Made Fibres Federation. Since 
1956 the Federation and the Silk Centre have been 
served one library, the Silk and Man-Made 
Fibres Library which (and we did get this right) is 
now for convenience in the Silk Centre at 
49 Park Lane, London. 


Dr. H. J. Plenderleith is retiring as Keeper of 
the Research Laboratory at the British Museum, to 
become Director of the International Centre for the 
Study of the Preservation and Restoration of 
Cultural Property, in Rome. 


Librarian v. Makarios. Mr. Alan Robertson, 
librarian of the Newcastle Journal, tried unsuccessfully 
to obtain the issue of a warrant for the arrest of 
Archbishop Makarios on the specific charge of 
coer in the murder of a Newcastle soldier in 


have announced plans by Mr. Basil 
pe ‘or a £2 million civic centre close to Swiss 
Cottage. The centre will incorporate a new central 
library of 37,000 sq. ft., excluding storage space, 
and the architect is the use of the foyer 
for art exhibitions. An lake will separate the 
library from an pics hall 
Following requests by the Pressed Stee] Company 
and LC.L, Swansea have agreed in principle to 
establish a scientific and technical library which will 
rate with local industries. The town’s central 
library would be extended for the purpose and mem- 
bers of the Libraries Committee are to visit Liverpool 
City Library to inspect the Technical Library and 
Documentation Unit there. Chelmsford have ideas 
for providing a similar library, although a suggestion 
that half of he present Reading Room—the use of 
which was said to be dropping—be given over for 
this project was opposed. 
Mr. William Turner Berry has retired after 45 
years as Librarian of the St. Bride Printing Institute, 
London. 


Space science and 


aspects 
ne, 95 boa beon pub by the U.S. Naval 
. It is available aly the 
See fd tebe US Dept. of Com- 
merce, as report PB.131755 ($4.00). 

Making history? Next year Stoke-on-Trent plan 
a G,P.O. Telex link with Manchester Central 
Library. This would be the first of its kind between 
libraries, but it is thought that it might set the 
pattern for a network of direct Telex links between 
major libraries. 


Bolton ai — 


book expenditure by £ 
for the coming Saat yen oa 


ig sds 
just over 


io Sgan Wot 


sieved to: be scill 200 low to'suppor: a seservation 
pres 


Library, one of the oldest libraries in 
, is to be im size so as to con- 
ails leg = ag its origins and basically 
ill a ibrary, Signet has gradually 
developed on = broader lines and now includes 
outstanding collections of books on many subjects 
pr sat yr aney neta: soap ig ge 
sequently be for disposal may be by the 
Nasties! Liheory for Seealanct = 
An offer by an adv firm to supply 30,000 
books with free en which ti 
advertisements by local firms, has been wtb gad 
Middlesbrough. 


A new five-storey central library for Bradford 
will replace three existing libraries at a cost of 
Lsapote It is hoped this will be adequate to meet 
growth over the next 50 years, The building will be 
about 100 feet high and in the construction use will 
be made of glass curtain walling; work is expected 
to in 18 months. Among the features of the 

new library will be subject departments, a lecture 
ilies and exhibition areas, and a refreshment room 
equipped with automatic machines for dispensing 
coffee and biscuits. 


Dr. C. B. Oldman, Principal Keeper of Printed 
Books, British Museum, will receive the honorary 
degree of Litt.D. the occasion of the formal 
spite ca Bless OE a eli Nesey ol Saeed 
University. 

Hucknall (Notts.) Urban Council decided 
re menace weap ae toe wihgyn) Mi Sew Sani 

hall departments on Saturdays. A Council spokesman 
said they were not essential services. 
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